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Sh. Harjot Singh s/o Sh. Avtar Singh 
r/o 78, New Preet Nagar, 
Batala Road, Near Sun City Park, 
District Amritsar 9877747146       ..Complainant  

Vs 
Public Information Officer  
o/o Deputy Commissioner, 
District Amritsar 
 
Public Information Officer    
o/o Superintending Engineer, 
Water Supply and Sanitation Circle, 
District Amritsar  
 
Public Information Officer  Registered 
o/o the Commissioner, 
Municipal Corporation, 
Amritsar.         ....Respondents  

Complaint Case No. 729 of 2021 
(Video Conference Proceedings) 

Present:- Sh.Harjot Singh, complainant. 
Sh. Neeraj Bhandari Supdt. on behalf of the respondents.  

ORDER 
 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 11.10.2021 

2. The appellant has sought the following information:- 
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3. The appellant states that he has sought the information pertaining to the toilets 

block situated in the premises of the Deputy Commissioner office. He further states that the 

respondent-Public Information Officer o/o the Municipal Corporation, District Amritsar is 

supplying the information regarding the toilet block situated outside the Deputy 

Commissioner’s office. However, the representative of the respondents  o/o Municipal 

Corporation, District Amritsar has filed the reply regarding the toilets outside the premises 

of the Deputy Commissioner office due to ambiguity in the RTI application. He further 

clarified that the information pertaining to toilets block situated in the premises of the 

Deputy Commissioner office is controlled by the Deputy Commissioner office and 

information, if any, in this regard has to be supplied by the concerned Public Information 

Officer o/o the Deputy Commissioner, District Amritsar. 

4. It was also brought to the notice of the complainant regarding the decision of the 

Hon’ble Supreme Court of India dated 12.12.2011 in Civil Appeal Nos.10787 – 10788 of 2011 

(arising out of SLP © No.32768-32769/2010) has held that while entertaining a complaint 

under Section 18 of the RTI Act, 2005, the Commissioners have no jurisdiction to pass an 

order providing for an access to the information.  Since the complainant has approached the 

Commission under the provisions of Section 18 of the RTI Act, 2005, no directions for 

providing further information can be given by the Commission. 

 It was further brought to his notice that an alternative and efficacious remedy of first 

appeal is available to the complainant under Section 19(1) of the RTI Act, 2005 which has 

not been availed in the instant case.   

5. Accordingly, the appellant requested that his RTI application was originally filed 

before the Public Information Officer o/o the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar. He further 

requested that the matter may be remanded to the First Appellate Authority.  

6. Accordingly, the case is remanded to the First Appellate Authority and is directed to 

treat this application of the appellant as first appeal and decide the same within the period  
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prescribed under the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005. She is also directed to pass an 

appropriate order after hearing both the parties and examining the record.  

7. With these directions the case is disposed of and closed. However, the liberty is 

granted to the complainant to file the 2nd appeal in this case, if he is not satisfied with the 

decision of the First Appellate Authority. 

        sd 
Dated: 10.11.2021             (Suresh Arora) 
                   Chief Information Commissioner, 
                   Punjab. 
 
 
 
Ms Ruhi Dug, IAS   Registered 
Addl. Deputy Commissioner (Gen.) –cum- 
First Appellate Authority,  
Distt. Administrative Complex, 
District Amritsar.  
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Sh. Gurdas Singh, 
R/o Village Bajewala, 
Block Ghal Khurd, Ferozepur        Appellant 

Versus 
Sh. Dilbag Singh,    
Public Information Officer-cum- 
O/o Block Development and Panchayat Officer, 
Ghal Khurd, Tehsil & Distt. Ferozepur. 
9041823362 
          
First Appellate Authority, 
O/o District Development and Panchayats Officer, 
Ferozepur. 
 
Sh. Gurpreet Singh, 
Panchayat Secretary, 
C/o Block Development and Panchayats Officer, 
Ghal Khurd, Ferozepur.  
 
Sh. MS Chhatwal, IAS  Registered 
Public Information Officer (By Name) 
O/o Director, 
Rural Development & Panchayat Deptt. Pb. 
Vikas Bhawan, Sector-62, Mohali.                Respondents 

Appeal Case No. 3049 of 2020 
(Video Conference/Telephone Proceedings) 

Present:-  None on behalf of the appellant. 
None on behalf of the respondents. 

ORDER 
 This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 11.10.2021. 

2.          The appellant has sought the following information in this case:- 
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3. Due to non handing over the record related to the sought information by the 

custodian Sh. Rajwant Singh, no information could be supplied to the appellant in this case. 

But the department concerned has already lodged a FIR against Sh. Rajwant Singh, 

Panchayat Secretary and also placed him under suspension. The reply received from the 

Director, Rural Development & Panchayat Deptt.,Pb. is reproduced below:- 

@HHHHHfe ;qh oitzs f;zx, gzukfJs ;eZso B{z fJ; dcso d/ j[ew fgZm nzeD BzL 

18$5$2018np;6$2858 fwZsh 7H9H2020 okjhA w[nZsb eod/ j'J/ gZso Bzpo 

18$5$2018$np;F6$2862 fwZsh 7H9H2020 okjhA ukoi;ahN ehsk frnk j? ns/ eowukoh fto[ZX 

n?cHnkJhHnko doi eoB ;pzXh ftGkr d/ gZso Bzpo 6$92$17$2 nkoHvhHJhH1$1793 fwZsh 

23H3H2021 okjhA ;hBhno g[fb; egskB n?;HJ/Hn?;H Bro B[z gZso ikoh ehsk frnk j?, eowukoh 

fto[ZX fwsh 21H9H2021 B{z n?cHnkJhHnkoHdoi j' u[Zeh j?.@ 

4. The show cause notice was issued to Sh. Dilbag Singh, Block Development and 

Panchayats Officer and the reply has already been filed by him regarding the same. After 

due consideration the show cause issued to him is hereby withdrawn.  

5.  Also the show cause notice was issued to Sh. Jaswant Singh, Block Development and 

Panchayats Officer-cum-Public Information Officer in this case but no reply has been filed by 

him. It is also a fact on record that the show cause notice was issued to him on 13.1.2021 

and the orders of the Commission were sent to him through registered post i.e. dated 

23.2.2021, 25.3.2021, 11.5.2021, 9.7.2021 and  10.8.2021 but Sh. Jaswant Singh, Block 

Development and Panchayats Officer remained absent. Therefore, the case file is being 

sent to the Financial Commissioner, Rural Development & Panchayat Deptt.,Pb. with the 

recommendation to take disciplinary action against Sh. Jaswant Singh, Block Development 

and Panchayats Officer in this regard. 

6. Keeping in view the departmental action against Sh. Rajwant Singh, Panchayat 

Secretary, custodian of the record regarding the sought information, the case is sine-die till 

the outcome of the FIR mentioned herein.  

                                                       sd 

Dated: 10.11.2021             (Suresh Arora) 
                   Chief Information Commissioner, 
                   Punjab. * 
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CC 
 
Financial Commissioner,(By name)   Registered 
Rural Development & Panchayat Deptt., 
Vikas Bhawan, Sector 62, 
Mohali. 
 
Sh. Jaswant Singh,     Registered  
Public Information Officer-cum- 
c/o Block Development and Panchayat Officer, 
Ghal Khurd, Tehsil & Distt. Ferozepur. 
 
Sh. Rajwant Singh,     Registered 
Panchayat Secretary, 
c/o Block Development and Panchayats Officer  
Moga-1, 
Moga. 
 
 
 

  


